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The Hidden or Revealed Paths and Changing Forest
Spirituality Practices of the Ailiao Rukai

Wen-ling Lin"

ABSTRACT

The forests and their extents traditionally recognized by the Ailiao Rukai (or West
Rukai) differ from the classifications used by forestry management agencies and
academic professionals. In contemporary forestry, forests are categorized based on
their characteristics — such as natural forests (including primary and secondary
forests) and artificial forests — or by ownership, such as national, public, and private
forests. These classifications reflect technocratic perspectives shaped by distinct
motives, interests, and corresponding “forest” concepts and inherent value systems
related to forest use, management, governance, or reliance. In contrast, the
understanding of forests of the local Ailiao Rukai people in the Wutai area is tied
to their ability (both physical and spiritual) to access these spaces via tangible paths
or intangible routes. Whether a forest area could be reached depended not only on
its physical characteristics but also on its spiritual significance. However, the
construction of modern roads connecting the area has brought about the
reorganization and transformation of the local path network. This, coupled with the
introduction of scientific ecological concept of governance, have progressively
integrated the traditional mountain forest areas into the framework of modern
forestry. Consequently, traditional spiritual practices associated with these forests
have also undergone changes. These roads and their relational ontology can serve
as markers of the transformation of traditional forest spiritual practices of the Ailiao
Rukai.

Keywords: the Ailiao Rukai, Sua vedai, roads, forests, hunting areas, forest
spirituality
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